
Campmeeting 2008

Am I A Fireman Yet? 22

Lord Prop Us Up 20

It Was Only A Quarter 18

Musical Rest 16

Discouragement 15

God’s Plan For Our Wills 11

New Employee 10

World Evangelism 4

2

In This Issue

“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth.”

Revelation 14:6

Good News
Hope International Newsletter 

January - February  2008



Good News Newsletter  • January - February2

Camp Meetings’Camp Meetings’Camp Meetings’
Coming!

Now is the time to make 
plans for this year’s Camp 

Meeting! We have decided to 
change the format a little bit this 
year and offer more “seminar” 
type messages where there can 
be some audience questions 
asked to offer fuller explanations 
on the topics discussed.

Another change is that the 
Question and Answer time on 
Sabbath evening was always 
monopolized by health issues, 
we have decided to make that 
time specifically devoted to 
health questions. Health is 
becoming more and more of an 
issue every day and we need 
both to be ready to help and be 

healthy ourselves! Come and learn 
and get healthy!

And speaking of health, we 
are now offering at our Camp 
Meetings, on Sunday morning, the 
opportunity to have your blood 
tested to see where you are, health 
wise. We offer testing for the Lipid 
Panel, (Total Cholesterol, HDL, 
Triglycerides, Calculated LDL) 
Glucose, Direct LDL, Triglycerides 
alone and Cholesterol and Glucose 
together. We also offer pH testing, 
and blood pressure testing.

We look forward to seeing you 
and serving you! You won’t want 
to miss these messages, and the 
opportunity to see how healthy you 
really are!

ow is the time to make healthy ourselves! Come and learn healthy ourselves! Come and learn healthy ourselves! Come and learn Now is the time to make ow is the time to make healthy ourselves! Come and learn healthy ourselves! Come and learn 
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Camp Meetings’

Hope International 2008 Convocation
June 13-15, 2008

Schedule of Events

Friday 6:00 p.m. Welcome Joe Olson

Friday 7:00 p.m. “Parallels of Adventism & Nazi-ism” Heidi Heiks

Bookstore open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. Friday

Sabbath 7:30 a.m. Breakfast ($5.00)

Sabbath 9:30 a.m. “The Coming Pandemic” Dr. Heather Olson

Sabbath 11:00 a.m. “When You Can’t Go Joe Olson
To the Local Church”

Sabbath 12:30 p.m. Lunch ($5.00)

Seminar (Question & Answer)
Sabbath 2:00 p.m. “Unity - at What Cost?” Clark Floyd

Seminar (Question & Answer)
Sabbath 3:30 p.m. “Chronology of Last Day Events” Heidi Heiks

Sabbath 5:30 p.m. Light Supper ($4.00)

Sabbath 7:00 p.m. Health Talk Q&A Speaker Panel

Bookstore open from 8:45 p.m. till finished serving

Sunday 7:30 a.m. Breakfast ($5.00)

Seminar (Question & Answer)
Sunday 9:30 a.m. “Transition from Meat to Vegetarian” Dr. Gary Foster

Sunday 11:00 a.m. Blood Work-ups & Evaluations Health Staff

Free health evaluations (small fee for blood work).
Bookstore open from 10:30 a.m. till finished serving
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World 
Evangelism

World 
Evangelism

Step by step God is leading His 
people and yes, this is also true for the 
activities of our church. We believe 
that a living church is a working 
church and hand in hand we work 
together even though we are only few 
in number.  These are our departments 
with their current activities:

1. Jail Ministry - This department 
goes once a week, our coordinator and 
with some of our brethren, and visits 
the inmates of the Maa Jail. Bible 
studies and health lectures are given 
to strengthen them.  As part of the 
program, and hand in hand with the 
Dorcas Department, we give a sachet 
of toothpaste, bar of soap and some 
other basic hygiene products for their 

Greetings
from the 

Philippines!
By Risha Catubigan

needs once a week.
Some of them are asking for Bibles 

(Cebuan), notebooks and ballpoint 
pens and even reading glasses.  They 
asked also for a favor to inform their 
family of their needs through mobile 
communication and sometimes we 
follow-up their cases. I am trying to 
look for Bibles also in our vernacular 
since our jail ministry needs 30 of 
them.  The cost is $8.00 U.S. each.

We are preparing for a program for
some of the inmates, recognizing
them after finishing a series of a Bible 
study course.

2. Radio Ministry - “Nahisulat 
Na” (It Is Written) This coming 
November we will be celebrating 
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our 4th year anniversary proclaiming 
the 3 Angels Message - the Present 
Truth. What a blessing this has 
been and we have developed many 
interests as a result!

3. Medical - We visit sick friends 
and I am happy that every church 
member has its part to share and
help people through the light we have 
learned.  Each members has a story...

Now, as one of the in-charge, I 
am empowering our members to 
become active in this department. In
my own field of labor, I am happy 
that through people’s experiences 
and testimonies they can declare 
that God’s way is the best way.

4. Tracts/Publication - This is 
our new department. Although we 
don’t have a printing press, we are 
able to distribute tracts and flyers and 
books from other ministries like Hope 
International. Our small publishing 
department caters to the needs of each 
department. With our simple means I 
know that God will supply our needs 
and we can herald to the world the 
present truth for today.

Also, we have printed health flyers 
and Sabbath flyers in our own dialect. 
Last April, we had our Summer Youth 
Caravan, with the theme “Saving the 
World by God’s Word.”  We were 
able to distribute over 8,000 flyers. 
For our second batch of evangelistic 
tracts, we are releasing also our flyers 
for Sabbath and health in our local 
language. 10,000 copies for the end 
of this year. (2007)

We are using the books you sent 
as we open our missionary training 
school, hopefully by August. I am 
collecting books especially Spirit of 
Prophecy Books.  And I am praying 
that you will help us in this program.
Even the old books can do.

There are about 10 missionary 
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volunteers who will become our first 
batch of this program. God has given 
us this vision to open a “school of 
the prophets.” This is located in our 
campsite at Arakan, Cotabato. I will 
give you updates on this as soon as 
we will start our classes there.

For now, the missionary 
volunteers are already at the 
campsite, building a multi-purpose 
building (church and classroom) and 
hopefully this will be finished on 
the 3rd week of this month.  We are 
only waiting for this structure to be 
finished so that we can start. 

[Sister Risha and the others
teach the people in English
and translate it to Cebuan. If
it is for professionals, they use
English only. Most of the people
in the cities can understand
English, however, few can
speak it. Risha is a professional
teacher, teaching in public
school (the subjects are Science
I and Filipino (communication
arts), though she graduated as a
business administration major
in Accounting at Mountain View
College (denominational college).
She prefers teaching where she can
be a more blessing to others than
to stay in the office. Her husband 
is also a professional teacher,
teaching Science. He is one of the 
elders in their lay-church.]

Here is the latest letter from 
Sister Risha:

We received the check and the 
books last Friday evening and thank 
you, thank you very much. It is a 
great help to our ministry here. 

We just finished our public 
evangelism at Marahan, and we were 
able to give10 Bibles away. This
coming Friday we will have a special 
program at the Jail. Initially, we 
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will also give them 10 Bibles. Forty
(40) inmates will be receiving their 
certificate of completion of our Bible 
course this Friday. We will also be 
giving herbal medicines to them.

Our next public evangelism will 
start tomorrow at Bandihan. The
last activity we have planned is our 
spiritual retreat that will be held at 
our campsite, December 30, 2007 - 
January 1, 2008.

Our publishing department is also 
busy and we just finished our Sabbath 
School Lesson for the first quarter of 
2008. We just purchased a second-
hand photocopier and this is where 
we print our Sabbath School Lessons 
and some of the flyers, certificates 
and hopefully our newsletter and 
other documentation.

We are praying that in this next 
year in our public efforts, somebody 
will send us a laptop (notebook) 
computer, a digital camera (I am
only borrowing the one from my 
school) and an LCD projector for our 
presentations.

2008 is fast approaching, and 
with God’s help we can materialize 
things in all of our departments and 
let the church members participate 
and cooperate with the grand work 
prepare to us by God.

[Comments from Joe Olson]
If you would like to help in 

the work that is being done in 
the Philippines, please mark 
your donation, “Evangelism in 
Philippines” and it will be routed 
to the work there. As noted, they 
really need a laptop computer, an 
LCD projector for presentations, 
and a digital camera to document 
the work, baptismal pictures, Bible 
School graduations, and to add to the 
presentations.



Memorial & Thank Offerings
$200.00 - In loving memory of:
Yesuratnam A. Jeremiah 98 years 
old - passed away on Nov. 18, 2006

Dranam Y. Jeremiah 85 years old - 
passed away on Dec. 18, 2003

From: Children, grand children, 
great grand children in Yonkers, NY 
and children, grand children, great 
grand children in Velore, India

$3840.00 - In loving memory of:
Bill Steen

From: James Watt

Article Submissions
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We would like to extend the offer to our Good News
Newsletter recipients to submit your articles for
submission to “Our Firm Foundation” magazine. Any
length will be considered. Of course, they must be
Bible and Spirit of Prophecy based. We look forward
to hearing how and what the Lord has put upon your
hearts. (Editorial committee reserves the right to
selection)



Order by Phone:
1-800-468-7884

Order Online: 
www.hopeint.org/xcartgold

Please see page 30 for
sales tax information.

The information Heidi Heiks has made 
available in

    508 538 1798 1843 Source Book 
(Preliminary)
is so important that we have decided to 
slash the price! We want to be sure everyone 
has an opportunity to obtain this essential 
evidence of the truth about Catholicism’s 
role in the “great controversy,” and the 
decisive history of the events that mark the 
beginning and end of the prophetic periods 
of Daniel. This prophetic understanding is 
fundamental to Seventh-day Adventism and 
will enable us to speak with one voice. Hope 
International is dedicated to preparing you 
for these end times, so with great joy we are 
offering this new low price of $7.99 with 
FREE SHIPPING! (While supplies last.) 
Get several to give to your friends!

“Heidi Heiks has supplied us an excellent 
survey of the historical resources that relate 
to the prophetic dates for the start of the 
1260/1290- day prophecies. He has delved 
into the primary sources in a way that 
few have done before him. It should be of 
assistance to all who study the prophecies of 
Daniel and Revelation from the standpoint 
of the historic interpretation.” 

William H. Shea, Ph.D., Former 
associate, Biblical Research Institute
Former professor, Andrews University
“I firmly believe that this book is one of 

the few books, outside of inspired ones, that 
have to be in every Seventh-day Adventist 
Christian library. It is an absolute ‘must 
read’ for all of us!”

Joe Olson, Executive Director
  Hope International

Hope International Bookstore

The information Heidi Heiks has made 

Great News!

Hardcover - BEHH-5085......$7.99

This book is so important; 
we cannot bear that anyone 
would be without it. We have 
decided to offer it almost at 
cost, and we will bear the 
shipping costs, so everyone 
will be able to have a copy 
and send one to their friends. 
Please take advantage of this 
fabulous offer, while supplies 
last!

Memorial & Thank Offerings
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We would like to introduce you to one of our latest new 
employees. Gregory comes to us by way of Tennessee, Venezuela 
and New York. Gregory is a young man who has dedicated his life 
to serving the Lord. He has turned down offers from the world, for 
a chance to work in the Lord’s vineyard.

Gregory works in our audio-visual department, putting together 
our cassette tapes and CDs for “Our Firm Foundation” magazine, 
he does all of the printing for the tapes, CDs and DVDs. He also 
does all of the DVD duplication, manning the duplicating towers 
all day long, while operating the printers.

In addition, he researches information for 
our health papers and products. He answers 
the phone and helps people with their 
health issues as well. Gregory has taken 
classes on hydrotherapy, nutrition, the 
8-laws of health, herbal remedies 
and has been an avid student under 
several health professionals.

Please welcome our new 
brother, and pray that he fulfils 
His Father’s will!

New Employee
Gregory Hernandez

We would like to introduce you to one of our latest new 



God’s Plan 
for our Wills
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God’s Plan 
for our Wills

given them property to be wisely 
used, not selfishly hoarded or 
extravagantly expended in luxury 
and selfish gratification either in 
dress or in the embellishment of 
their houses. He has entrusted 
them with means with which to 
support His servants in their labor 
as preachers and missionaries, and 

“God has made men the 
channels through which His gifts 
are to flow to sustain the work 
which He would have carried 
forward in the world. He has 
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to sustain the institutions He has 
established among us. Those who 
rejoice in the precious light of 
truth should feel a burning desire 
to have it sent everywhere. There 
are a few faithful standard-bearers 
who never flinch from duty or 
shirk responsibilities. Their hearts 
and purses are always open to 
every call for means to advance 
the cause of God. Indeed, some 
seem ready to exceed their duty, 
as though fearful that they will 
lose an opportunity of investing 
their portion in the bank of 
heaven. There are others who will 
do as little as possible. They hoard 
their treasure, or lavish means 
upon themselves, grudgingly 
doling out a mere pittance to 
sustain the cause of God. If they 
make a pledge or a vow to God, 
they afterward repent of it, and 
will avoid the payment of it as 
long as they can, if not altogether. 
They make their tithe as small 
as possible, as if afraid that that 
which they return to God is lost. 
Our various institutions may be 
embarrassed for means, but this 
class act as though it made no 
difference to them whether they 
prospered or not. And yet these 
are God’s instrumentalities with 
which to enlighten the world.” 4T 
477

“We must acknowledge that our 
possessions are absolutely His, 
by using of them freely whenever 
means is needed to advance His 
cause. Some close their ears to the 
calls made for money to be used 

in sending missionaries to foreign 
countries and in publishing the 
truth and scattering it like autumn 
leaves all over the world. Such 
excuse their covetousness by 
informing you that they have made 
arrangements to be charitable at 
death. They have considered the 
cause of God in their wills.… 
and in their wills return to God 
but a small portion of that which 
He has lent them, while a very 
large proportion is appropriated to 
relatives who have no interest in 
the truth. This is the worst kind of 
robbery. They rob God of His just 
dues, not only all through life, but 
also at death.” 4T 479.  

     “It is utter folly to defer to 
make a preparation for the future 
life until nearly the last hour of 
the present life. It is also a great 
mistake to defer to answer the 
claims of God for liberality to His 
cause until the time comes when 
you are to shift your stewardship 
upon others. Those to whom you 
entrust your talents of means 
may not do as well with them 
as you have done.… Those who 
wait till death before they make 
a disposition of their property, 
surrender it to death rather than to 
God. In so doing many are acting 
directly contrary to the plan of 
God plainly stated in His word. 
If they would do good they must 
seize the present golden moments 
and labor with all their might, as 
if fearful that they may lose the 
favorable opportunity.” 4T 480
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Hope for Health Feature
Product

Mega-Multi

*These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. 
This product is not intended to prevent, diagnose, treat, or cure any disease.

Vegan 
Formula

*Prices listed above do not include shipping and handling, or sales tax for IL & WA

Vitamins don’t 
seem to help? 

Think it’s a 
waste of your 

money? It 
probably IS!

Did you know that the vitamin and dietary supplement 
industry is a multi-billion dollar industry? And the compa-
nies that produce the vitamins and supplements are trying 
to make every cent count. Anything they can do to shave a 
penny off of their cost, they do. Unfortunately, quite of-
ten it’s the customer who suffers. One major cost-cutting 
method used today is simply using synthetic ingredients 
rather than whole-food based ingredients.

Hope for Health’s Mega-Multi helps:
• Decrease body fat   • Improve digestion
• Improve cardiovascular health  • Boost energy
• Lower cholesterol   • Improve vision
• Improve mood   • Boost the immune system
• Delay premature aging   • Increase bone strength

Do you even need vitamins and minerals?
• According to Dr. Robert Fletcher and Dr. Kathleen Fairfield of Harvard 

University, it now appears that people who get enough vitamins may have a 
lower risk of some common chronic illnesses; such as cancer, heart disease 
and osteoporosis.

• It is bad news to learn from our leading authorities that 99 percent of the 
American people are deficient in minerals, and that a marked deficiency in any 
one of the more important minerals actually results in disease. Any upset of the 
balance, any considerable lack of one or another element, however microscopic 
the body requirement may be, and we sicken, suffer, and shorten our lives.

Price:
180 Tablets ...............................$19.99 HXHH-MMUL

Suggested Dosage:
  • Adults take 2 tablets three times a day with meals.

Mega-Multi is a whole food supplement. Whole food supplements are the 
one sure option for body use and metabolism. When vitamins and minerals 
come from natural sources, it is much easier for your body to absorb and 

assimilate the nutrients, and you will feel the difference!
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Hope for Health Feature
Product

Ultra Fighter
Feel sick? Immune system 
down? Sensing sickness 

coming on? Fight back with 
Ultra Fighter! Ultra Fighter is 
our one-two punch for taking 
down the illnesses trying to 

take YOU down!

Ultra FighterUltra FighterUltra FighterUltra Fighter
Although modern medicine has provided us with penicillin, 

synthetic antibiotics also kill the “good” bacteria, which ends up 
weakening your immune system. Our Ultra Fighter not only has 

the positive benefits, but it does NOT destroy the “good” bacteria 
your system needs to fight off infection.

Hope for Health’s Ultra Fighter:
• Strengthens the immune system.
• Fights off infections before they take hold.
• Eliminates tough infections after they have already set in.
• Is safe and effective - yet mild on the system.
• Is non-toxic, non-caustic, and non-allergenic.
• Has no risky side-effects.
• Has no negative interactions with other medications.

Some of the areas that Ultra Fighter has been used effectively:
• Viral - Colds, flu, herpes (type 1 and 2), leukemia, warts 
(all varieties), virally caused cancers. Also: acne, boils, burns, cuts, 
dermatitis, eczema, psoriasis, skin cancer, all types of wounds, etc.
• Fungal/Yeast - Athlete’s foot, Candida/yeast infections, jock itch, etc.
• Bacterial - Dental infections, eye infections, ear infections, gingivitis, 
intestinal infections, pneumonia, sinus infections, staph, strep throat,   
syphilis, tuberculosis, tonsillitis, throat infections, urinary tract infections, etc.

Price:
90 Capsules ................................ $14.99 HXHH-UFIG

Suggested Dosage:
  • Adults take 2-4 capsules per day.

Our formula is a combination of herbs and extracts designed 
to strengthen your immune system, while aiding in the 

prevention of viral, fungal, and bacterial infections.

*These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. 
This product is not intended to prevent, diagnose, treat, or cure any disease.

Vegan 
Formula

*Prices listed above do not include shipping and handling, or sales tax for IL & WA



Discouragement
Satan called together a council of his servants to consult how
he might make a good man sin. One evil spirit sprang up
and said, “I will make him sin!”

“How will you do it?” asked Satan.

“I will set before him all the pleasures of sin,”
was the reply. “I will tell him of its delights
and the rich rewards it brings.”

“Ah,” said Satan, “that will not do;
he has tried it, and knows better than that.”

Then another started up and said,
“I will make him sin!”

“What will you do?” asked Satan.

“I will tell him of the pains and sorrows
of virtue. I will show him that virtue
has no delights and brings no rewards.”

“Ah, no.” exclaimed Satan. “That will not
do at all; for he has tried it, and knows
that wisdom’s ways are pleasantness, and
all her paths are peace.”

“Well,” said another imp, starting up,
“I will undertake to make him sin.”

“And what will you do?” asked Satan.

“I will discourage his soul!”
was the short reply.

“Ah, that will do!” cried Satan. “That will do.
We will conquer him now.” And they did.

An old writer says, “All discouragement is from the devil.”
We must fly from discouragement as we would from sin.

    From Words of Faith,
    Signs of the Times, June 12, 1901

15Hope International  • www.hopeint.org

Feature
Product



16 Good News Newsletter  • January - February

God does not 
write the music 
of our lives 
without a plan.



There is no music during a musical rest, but the rest is 
part of the making of the music. In the melody of our 

life, the music is separated here and there by rests. During 
those rests, we foolishly believe we have come to the end of 
the song. God sends us times of forced leisure by allowing 
sickness, disappointed plans, and frustrated efforts. He brings 
sudden pause in the choral hymn of our lives, and we lament 
that our voices must be silent. We grieve that our part is 
missing in the music that continually rises to the ear of our 
Creator. Yet, how does a musician read the rest? He counts 
the break with unwavering precision and plays his next note 
with confidence, as if no pause were ever there.

God does not write the music of our lives without a plan. 
Our part is to learn the tune and not be discouraged during 
the rests. They are not to be slurred over or omitted, nor 
used to destroy the melody or to change the key. If we will 
only look up, God Himself will count the time for us. With 
our eyes on Him, our next note will be full and clear. If we 
sorrowfully say to ourselves, “There is no music in a rest,” 
let us not forget that the rest is part of the making of the 
music. The process is often slow and painful in this life, yet 
how patiently God works to teach us! And how long He waits 
for us to learn the lesson!!

    Anonymous

17Hope International  • www.hopeint.org

Musical
Rest
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Several years ago, a 
preacher from out-of-

state accepted a call to a church 
in Houston, Texas. Some weeks 
after he arrived, he had an occa-
sion to ride the bus from his home 
to the downtown area. When he 
sat down, he discovered that the 
driver had accidentally given him 
a quarter too much change.

As he considered what to do, he 
thought to himself, ‘You’d better 
give the quarter back. It would 
be wrong to keep it.’ Then he 
thought, ‘Oh, forget it, it’s only a 
quarter. Who would worry about 
this little amount? Anyway, the 
bus company gets too much fare; 
they will never miss it. Accept 
it as a ‘gift from God’ and keep 
quiet.’

When his stop came, he paused 
momentarily at the door, then he 
handed the quarter to the driver 
and said, ‘Here, you gave me too 
much change.’ The driver, with 
a smile, replied, “Aren’t you the 
new preacher in town? I have been 
thinking a lot lately about going 
somewhere to worship. I just 
wanted to see what you would do 
if I gave you too much change. I’ll 
see you at church on Sunday.”
        When the preacher stepped 
off of the bus, he literally grabbed 
the nearest light pole, held on, and 
said, “Oh God, I almost sold your 
Son for a quarter.”

Our lives are the only Bible 
some people will ever read. 
This is a really scary example 
of how much people watch us 
as Christians and will put us to 
the test! Always be on guard and 
remember that you carry the name 
of Christ on your shoulders when 
you call yourself “Christian.”

Watch your thoughts; 
they become words.

  
Watch your words; 
they become actions.

Watch your actions; 
they become habits.

Watch your habits; 
they become character.

Watch your character; 
it becomes your destiny.

Submitted by Mary Winsor

A
Quarter!

Watch your thoughts; 
they become words.

  
Watch your words; 
they become actions.
Watch your words; 

Watch your actions; 
they become habits.
Watch your actions; 

Watch your habits; 
they become character.
Watch your habits; 

Watch your character; 
it becomes your destiny.

Submitted by Mary Winsor

Watch your character; 
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Hope for Health Feature
Product

Liver Detox
According to the American Liver Foundation in 

Cedar Grove, N.J., liver disease ranks as the third leading 
disease related cause of death for Americans aged 25 to 
59. Particularly common liver disorders include hepatitis 
and cirrhosis. Many investigators believe that liver dam-
age follows a spectrum, progressing from inflammation 
and swelling to fatty degeneration, cirrhosis and cancer.

Hope for Health

*These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. 
This product is not intended to prevent, diagnose, treat, or cure any disease.

Vegan 
Formula

*Prices listed above do not include shipping and handling, or sales tax for IL & WA

Fact: Are you tired? Did you know that one of the most com-
mon and debilitating symptoms of liver disease is fatigue?

Fact: Are you lacking energy? Did you know that many people who suffer from 
liver disease say their usual “pep” is gone, and that they experience weakness 
and a lack of energy throughout the day.

Think you might be at risk?
Would you like to improve the health of your liver? This detox formula can 

help prevent cancer of the liver, cirrhosis, hepatitis, and many more liver related 
illnesses. You can also take this simply for maintenance in improving the health 
of your liver. Many  natural health practitioners believe liver detoxification and 
nutritional support are the cornerstones of treating many diseases.

Fact: Your liver is the filter of your body. A dirty filter, means a dirty and dis-
eased body. A clean filter, is a clean and disease-free body. Liver Detox is the 
liver-cleansing formula you need!

Price:
2 oz. Liquid Tincture $9.99 HXHH-LDET

Suggested Dosage:
• Adults take 3/4ths of a dropper-full held under the tongue for 
1-2 minutes, then swallow (2 times a day), or 3/4 dropper-full 
added to 8 oz. hot water for an herbal tea (2 times a day).

Fact:
25,192 People 

die of liver 
disease every 

year.



Every time I am asked to pray, 
I think of the old deacon who 
always prayed, “Lord, prop us up 
on our leanin’ side.”

After hearing him pray that 
prayer many times, someone 
asked him why he prayed that 
prayer so fervently.

He answered, “Well sir, you see, 
it’s like this....I got an old barn out 
back. It’s been there a long time, 
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Prop us Up
it’s withstood a lot of weather, it’s 
gone through a lot of storms, and 
it’s stood for many years. It’s still 
standing, but one day I noticed it 
was leaning to one side a bit. So I 
went and got some pine poles and 
propped it up on its leaning side so 
it wouldn’t fall.

Then I got to thinking ‘bout that 
and how much I was like that old 
barn. I’ve been around a long time, 

Lord
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Prop us Up
I’ve withstood a lot of life’s storms, 
I’ve withstood a lot of bad weather 
in life, I’ve withstood a lot of hard 
times, and I’m still standing too. 
But I find myself leaning to one 
side from time to time, so I like to 
ask the Lord to prop us up on our 
leaning side, ‘cause I figure a lot of 
us get to leaning at times.

Sometime we get to leaning 
toward anger, leaning toward 

bitterness, leaning toward hatred, 
leaning toward cussing, leaning 
toward a lot of things that we 
shouldn’t, so we need to pray, 
“Lord, prop us up on our leaning 
side,” so we will stand straight and 
tall again, to glorify the Lord.

Author unknown
   Submitted by 
   Ron & Julia Hornback

Lord



In Queensland, Australia, a 26-
year-old mother stared down at 
her 6-year old son, who was dying 
of terminal leukemia. Although 
her heart was filled with sadness, 
she also had a strong feeling of 
determination. 
 Like any parent, she wanted her 
son to grow up & fulfill all his 
dreams. Now that was no longer 
possible. The leukemia would see 
to that. But she still wanted her 
son’s dream to come true. 
 She took her son’s hand and 
asked, “Ben, did you ever think 
about what you wanted to be once 
you grew up? Did you ever dream 
and wish what you would do with 
your life?” 

 “Mummy, I always wanted to be 
a fireman when I grew up.” 
Mum smiled back and said, “Let’s 
see if we can make your wish come 
true.” Later that day she went to 
her local fire Station in Brisbane, 
where she met Fireman Bob, who 
had a heart as big as Queensland.  
 She explained her son’s final 
wish and asked if it might be 
possible to give her 6-year old 
son a ride around the block on a 
fire engine. Fireman Bob said, 
“Look, we can do better than that. 
If you’ll have your son ready 
at seven o’clock Wednesday 
morning, we’ll make him an 
honorary fireman for the whole 
day. He can come down to the 
fire station, eat with us, go out on 
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all the fire calls, the full Monty! 
And if you’ll give us his sizes, 
we’ll get a real fire uniform for 
him, with a real fire hat - not a 
toy one - with the emblem of 
the Queensland Fire & Rescue 
Department on it, a yellow 
slicker like we wear, and rubber 
boots. They’re all 
manufactured right 
here in Brisbane, so 
we can get them fast.” 
 Three days later 
Fireman Bob picked up 
Ben, dressed him in his 
uniform and escorted 
him from his hospital 
bed to the waiting 
truck. Ben got to sit on 
the back of the truck 
and help steer it back 
to the fire station. He 
was in heaven. There 
were three fire calls in 
Brisbane that day and 
Ben got to go out on 
all three calls. He rode 
in the different fire 
engines that day. He 
was also videotaped for 
the local news program. 
 Having his dream come true, 
with all the love and attention that 
was lavished upon him, so deeply 
touched Ben, that he lived three 
months longer than any doctor 
thought possible. 
 One night all of his vital signs 
began to drop dramatically and the 
head nurse, who believed in the 
hospice concept - that no one should 
die alone, began to call the family 
members to the hospital. 
 Then she remembered the day 
Ben had spent as a fireman, so she 

called the Fire Station and asked if it 
would be possible to send a fireman 
in uniform to the hospital to be with 
Ben as he made his transition. 
 The Officer in charge replied, 
“We can do better than that. We’ll 
be there in five minutes. Will you 
please do me a favour? When 

you hear the sirens 
screaming and see the 
lights flashing, will 
you announce over the 
PA system, that there 
is not a fire? It’s the 
department coming 
to see one of its finest 
members one more  
time. And will you 
open the window to his 
room?” 
 About five 
minutes later a hook 
and ladder truck arrived 
at the hospital and 
extended its ladder up 
to Ben’s third floor 
open window--------16 
fire-fighters climbed up 
the ladder into Ben’s 
room. With his mother’s 

permission, they hugged him and 
held him and told him how much 
they LOVED him.

With his dying breath, Ben looked 
up at the fire chief and said, “Chief, 
am I really a fireman now?” 
 “Ben, you are, and the Head 
Chief, Jesus, is holding your hand,” 
the O.I.C said. With those words, 
Ben smiled and said, “I know, He’s 
been holding my hand all day, and 
the angels have been singing...” He 
closed his eyes one last time.

Submitted by Faith Lyons

Am I a Fireman Yet?
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Tithe
Hope International does not solicit tithes; 
however we are a tithe-worthy organization 
and accept tithes. We use the tithe only for 
the gospel ministry. Donations designated 
“Gospel Ministry” will 
be considered tithe.




